N O Sruption

Framing matters!

Context matters — including target audience!

SO which way of talking do you think
works best”? 9 questions
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Which way of talking do you think works best?  Question 1/9

A carbon tax would
iIncrease the costs of
certain products that
contribute significantly to
climate change and use
the money to finance
alternative enerqy.
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Which way of talking do you think works best?  Question 1/9

A carbon tax would

or iINncrease the costs of
certain products that
contribute significantly to

A carbon offset would climate change and use
ncrease the costs of the money to finance
certain products that alternative energy.

contribute significantly to
climate change and use
the money to finance
alternative enerqy.
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33 % more participants said that they
would choose a more expensive prod-
uct over a cheaper one when the

price difference was expressed as
a carbon offser rather than as a
carbon tax, and support for a
mandatory such policy also
Increased. The effect

was largest for conser-

vative participants.

A carbon offset would
iIncrease the costs of
certain products that
contribute significantly to
climate change and use
the money to finance (CRED &
alternative energy. ecoAmerica,
2015)
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Which way of talking do you think works best?  Question 2/9

f we continue emitting CO,
at the same level as now It Is
20 % likely that global warm-
INng will not cause abrupt and
severe changes to region-

al weather patterns such as
monsoons or the El Nifo.
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Which way of talking do you think works best?  Question 2/9

ol

f we continue emitting CO,
at the same level as now |t
s 10-30 % likely that

global warming will not
cause abrupt and severe
changes to regional weather
patterns such as monsoons
or the El Niho.

f we continue emitting CO,
at the same level as now It IS
20 % likely that global warm-
INg will not cause abrupt ano
severe changes to region-

al weather patterns such as
monsoons or the &l NiNo.
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This framing, more uncertainty
(10—-30 %), made participants express

higher desires to act climate friendly

than what less uncertainty (20 %)

did. But when it was instead writ-

ten negatively, as 80 % likely

f we continue emitting CO, that the scenario would

at the same level as now it happen, the relationship

s 10-30 % Iikely .that was reversed.
global warming will not

cause abrupt and severe
changes to regional weather (Morton et al.,
patterns such as monsoons 2011)
or the El Nino.

D 1S

See more at disruptdisruption.net, a site crec


http://disruptdisruption.net
http://disruptdisruption.net

Which way of talking do you think works best?  Question 3/9

Australia is a unique country. Over 80 % of its apprx.
one million species of animals and plants are found
nowhere else. Australia has 19 World Heritage sites,
including the Great Barrier Reef. All Australians’ iden-
tity is shaped by this relationship with its rich, wonder-
ful and diverse environment. Having a more respon-
sible relationship with our environment means taking
care not just of our animals, plants and landscapes
but also preserving our culture, identity and lifestyle
for our own future and for the next generations.

(Note: Abbreviated)
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Which way of talking do you think works best?  Question 3/9

Aust - OI’ 1 unique country. Over 80 % of its apprx.

one ......... wpecies of animals and plants are found

'tes,
len-
\der-
N-
ing
S
le

Climate change is happening and human activi-
ties are largely responsible. The 20th century saw
changes such as rising sea levels, extensive snow
melt increased average temperatures. The scientif-
Ic community IS in agreement: if we reduce carbon
pollution to an acceptable level the worst effects
can be avoided. We need to understand we are all
responsible and that it is a moral duty for govern-
ments, iIndustries and individuals to ac t now, not
least in order to protect future generations.

(Note: Abbreviated) TS RLET
DISRUPTIOTI
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ich way of talking do you think works best?  Question 3/9

"he iden- dlia is a unique country. Over 80 % of its apprx.

tity frame N species of animals and plants are found
fared bettgr e. Australia has 19 Worla Heritage sites,
than the climate reat Barrier Reef. All Australians’ iden-
change frame, this relationship with its rich, wonder-
mainly among partic- ironment. Having a more respon-

Ipants unvonvinced of 0 our environment means taking
humanity’s role in climate  “ELERERIEREGOREG o ez o[CE
disruptien, who expressed lture, identity and Iifestyle
stronger sentiments towards  next generations.
Investing In climate-smart ac t now, not
measures and towards reducing tions
carbon-intensive consumption.
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Which way of talking do you think works best?  Question 4/9

Sea levels will rise
by at least 50 cm,
and this will occur at
some time between
2060 and 2093.
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Which way of talking do you think works best?  Question 4/9

Sea levels will rise

ot oy at least 50 cm,
and this will occur at
By 2072, sea levels some time between
will rise by between 2060 and 2093.

25 and 68 cm, with
50 cm being the
average projection
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ich way of talking do you think works best?  Question 4/9

Sea levels will rise
oy at least 50 cm,
and this will occur at

This frame — certain some time between
outcome/uncertain time 2060 and 2093.

— lead to more worry about
climate disruption and great-

er desire to counteract it than

the uncertain outcome/certain time

frame.
DISRUPT
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Which way of talking do you think works best?  Question 5/9

Show your love for all of humanity and the world in which
we live by helping to care for our vulnerable natural environ-
ment. Help to reduce the harm done to the environment by
taking action. By caring for the natural world you are help-
INng to ensure that everyone around the world gets to enjoy
fair access to a sustainable environment. Do the right thing
by preventing the suffering of all life-forms and making sure
that no one is denied their right to a healthy planet. SHOW
YOUR COMPASSION.
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Which way of talking do you think works best?  Question 5/9

olf

Show voiir love faor all of hiimanitv and the waorld in which

Show you love your country by joining the fightto V"N
protect the purity of America’s natural environment. t by

Take pride in the American tradi- tion of perform- ﬂg'
iIng one’s civic duty by taking responsibility for your- hjiné

selt and the land you call home. By taking a tough- -
er stance on protecting the natural environment, you oy
will be honoring all of Cre- ation. Demonstrate your
respect by following the examples of your religious

and political leaders who defend America’s natural

envi- ronment. SHOW YOUR PATRIOTISM!
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For conservative Americans the frame

about patriotism, loyalty and nature’s
purity fared better than the global
moral framing: participants wanted
to preserve nature more, scored

\/iecAn Ain I/A

Show you love yoC
protect the purity of A

Take pride in the Ameri§ higher on a climate change
ing one’s civic duty by tak attitute scale and donated
self and the land you call ho more money to an envi-
er stance on protecting the nat® ronmental charity.

will be honoring all of Cre- ation. 8
respect by following the examples o (Wolsko et al.,
and political leaders who defend Ame 2016)

envi- ronment. SHOW YOUR PATRIOTIS
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Which way of talking do you think works best?  Question 6/9

Researchers have always been interested in the
state of the natural environment, and have paid
attention to how it has changed over the years.
Today, researchers are especially interested in the
relationship between people and the environment.
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Which way of talking do you think works best?  Question 6/9

ol

Racaarrhare hawva ahawavie haan intaractad in the

Researchers have always been interested in |
the state of the natural environment, and have

paid attention to how it has changed over the the
years. Today, researchers are especially interest- :Nt.
ed In the relationship between people and

the environment.

Being pro-environmental allows us to protect
and preserve the American way of life. It is patri-
otic to conserve he country’s natural resources.
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Audience matters! The text about patri-

otism and status quo preservation made
participants with ‘system-justifying
tendencies’ more likely to sign
petitions for environmental
campaigns and to express
various pro-environmental
behavior change inten-
tions, while the oppo-

site happened for
Being pro-environmental allows the other partici-

and preserve the American way of
otic to conserve he country’s natura

\/inAa Ain IrAa

Researchers havt
the state of the nat
paid attention to how |
yvears. loday, researche
ed In the relationship betwe
the environment.

pants.

(Feygina
et al.,
DIS. 2016)
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Which way of talking do you think works best?  Question 7/9

Carbon emissions present a problem that needs to be
addressed on a global scale. The rise of carbon emis-
sions continued to grow from 2010 to 2014. The req-
uisite reductions are not happening. The data show
that global carbon dioxide emissions rose by 1.1 % In
2012 (adjusted for the underlying trend), similar to the
average annual growth since 2000. This period also
saw a growth in electricity demand. In 2014 there was
again no reduction in emission levels.

(Note: Abbreviated)
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Which way of talking do you think works best?  Question 7/9

olf

AvihAnrn ArAaIAaAaIANRA MrAaA~A +F A~ AvralrlArnAa At V\I\I\AQ to be

Carbon emissions present a problem that needsto  mjs-
be addressed on a global scale. For the first time oQ-
the rise of carbon emissions slowed in 2012 — and
that has signalled a lasting trend. The requisite re- ), in
ductions are finally happening. The data show that , the
global carbon dioxide emissions rose by 1.1 % in SO
2012 (adjusted for the underlying trend), compared as
with a 2.9 % average since 2000. This period also

saw a slower growth in electricity demand. In 2014
annual global emissions were unchanged from the
previous year for the first time in 40 years.

(Note: Abbreviated) TS RLET
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ich way of talking do you think works best?  Question 7/9

The pes-

simistic emissions present a problem that needs to be
framing fared on a global scale. The rise of carbon emis-
better than the od to grow from 2010 to 2014. The reqg-
optimistic in in- s are not happening. The data show
dioxide emissions rose by 1.1 % In

e underlying trend), similar to the

motivation to counter- . | |
' 4 . ™h since 2000. This period also
act climate disruption. The demand. In 2014 there was

optimistic framing seemed to on levels.
make participants perceive the Slialiu. 11l £U 14
threat as smaller, which seemed anged from the
to trump its hope-instilling effect. 3S.

creasing participants
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Which way of talking do you think works best?  Question 8/9

Models show that iIn 2020, New York's average temp-
erature will be warmer than anything ever recorded
there — unless emissions are substantially reduced, the
city will experience severe heat waves, very unpredict-
able weather, and large incidence of mosquito-related
diseases in just 5 years. “One of the best things of
lving here Is being able to walk everywhere most of
the year”, long-time resident Kevin Lee reacted. “If
what the scientists predict is true, the heat may be too
intense for me.” Large emissions reductions can help
delay these impacts by 20 to 25 years, which coulo
buy time to allow nature and residents to adapt.

(Note: Highly condensed)
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Which way of talking do you think works best?  Question 8/9

Model: Ol hat in 2020, New York’s annual temp-

~Aratiirea winll kA \vviArrmaAar than Anrmvithim re~rArdAA~AA 'I-hgre

Models show that iIn 2066, New York's average ity
temperature will be warmer than anything ever Dle
recorded there — unless emissions are substan-

tlally reduced, the city will experience severe heat f
waves, very unpredictable weather, and large In- f
cidence of mosquito-related diseases in 50 years.
‘One of the best things of living here is being able oo
to walk everywhere most of the year”, long-time P

D 4

>4

resident Kevin Lee reacted. “If what the scien- 1

tists predict is true, the heat may be too intense for

me.” Large emissions reductions can help delay

these impacts by 20 to 25 years, which could buy

time to allow nature and residents to adapt. yRUP T

(Note: Highly condensed) W
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a Conservative students at a university in

Models S New York State expressed much high-
Aratiira il er support for various climate policies
Ve EI e Aia.  when the year was 2066 rather than
perature will be wa 2020. Perhaps this has to do with
there — unless emissiy 2020 being so close in time,

the city will experience triggering defensive mech-
unpredictable weather, a anisms: having one’s

diseases In just 5 years. "C worldview threatened
of living here Is being able to can lead to subcon-

most of the year”, long-time resids .

acted. "It what the scientists predic sciously fueII.ed
heat may be too intense for me.” Larg® denial.
reductions can help delay these impacts
25 years, which could buy time to allow nat® (Rickard
residents to adapt. et al.,

- - 2016)
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Which way of talking do you think works best?  Question 9/9

't Is very likely that
Not extremes, heat
waves and heavy pre-
cipitation events will
continue to become
more frequent.
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Which way of talking do you think works best?  Question 9/9

't Is very likely that
olf hot extremes, heat
waves and heavy pre-
cipitation events will
continue to become
more frequent.

t is very likely (90—
100 %) that hot
extremes, heat waves
and heavy precipita-
tion events will
continue to become
more frequent.
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Although not framing, but still illustra-
tive of the importance of thinking about

whom one is talking to (e.g. scientists
or the general public) and how one
talks. Participants who did not

see the "90-100 %" explana-

t is very likely (90— tion interpreted “very like-
100 %) that hot ly” as considerably less

extremes. heat waves than ?Oh°/ °—a quart_er
and heavy precipita- ort e;n Iever;gi/ld
tion events will low >

continue to become
f t (Budescu et
more frequent. al., 2009)
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Note that these examples don't necessarily hold true
everywhere and forever; all social sciences
research Is context dependent. Moreover,

there are question marks regarding

how well lab-experimental

results actually reflect

reality.

LS RUPI

LS RUP T 10T

net

for research-based resources about inclusive climate
communication and promising climate nudging
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How about - .
these? “Mitigation” or “Counteraction”?

‘Environmental problem™ or “Civilizational problem™?
"Every little helps™ or “Every large helps™?

"A threat to people, animals and natural environments that you
have met and seen” or “A threat to polar bears in the Arctic™

A challenge in which sufficient action brings many co-benefits”
or “A challenge that forces us to choose between keeping our
weltare and fun stuff on the one hand and to make sacrifices for
the climate on the other™?

"A mining and darilling problem”
or “an emissions problem”™?

DISRUPT

‘Sceptical” or “Unconvinced”? DISRUPTION

.net
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